Beat: Politics

The King of Spain visits the European institutions
First official visit as King

Brussels, 15.04.2015, 12:03 Time

USPA NEWS - The King of Spain, Philip VI, visited this Wednesday April 15 the European institutions, first official visit as King. Philip
VI started the day visiting the European Parliament. Upon arrival at Paul Henri Spaak building, the King was received by the President
of the EP, Martin Schulz.

After signing the King in the book of honor of the institution, Philip VI and President Schulz were accompanied by their respective
delegations. Once this meeting, the Spanish King and the President of Parliament, along with their respective delegations, held a
meeting with representatives of political groups in the European Parliament. Once completed, His Majesty the King meet with Spanish
MEPs.

Philip VI activities in Brussels continue with meetings with the President of the European Council, Donald Tusk, and President of the
European Commission, Jean-Claude Juncker. Finally, His Majesty King maintained a lunch with members of the College. The three
main institutions of the European Union are the European Parliament, which represents the EU citizens and is directly elected by them;
the Council of the European Union, which represents the governments of each of the Member States -the Member States share the
Presidency of the Council regularly-, and the European Commission, which represents the interests of the Union as a whole.

Together, the three institutions produced by the "ordinary legislative procedure”, policies and laws that apply throughout the EU. In
principle, the Commission proposes new laws, and Parliament and the Council adopt them. Next, the Commission and the Member
States implement this legislation and the Commission ensures that the laws are enforced correctly.

Two other institutions that play important functions are the Court, which monitors compliance with European law, and the Court of
Auditors, which controls the financing of EU activities. The powers and responsibilities of these institutions are laid down in the
Treaties, which are the basis of all EU activities. The treaties also establish standards and procedures to be followed by EU
institutions. Are agreed by the Heads of State or Government of all EU countries and ratified by their parliaments.
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